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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Examiner considers the claims in the instant invention to be drawn to Figs. 20-22. Since 
the comparable figures in US 6,385,904 Bl show a bottom gusset (26r of Figs. 20 and 21 in 
6,385,904 Bl) the priority of the instant Application is considered to be 18 September 2001, the 
filing date of 09/954,665 which is abandoned. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 8,10,1 1,12,14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over de Klerk et al. (US 5,228,234; the 7 th document from the bottom of page 5 of Applicant's 
1449) in view of Geigel (US 3,357,152; the 2 nd document from the bottom of page 2 of 
Applicant's 1449). 

As to Claim 1, de Klerk et al. discloses a flexible floral sleeve (Fig. 3) for containing a 
pot, comprising: a flattened body having a first panel, a second panel, an upper end, a left side 
edge absent a gusset (Fig. 3), lower end having a bottom edge (Fig. 3), a right side edge absent a 
gusset (Fig.3), and an inner retaining space, the flattened body further comprising a lower 
portion (region generally around 30 of Fig. 3) and an upper portion (35 of Fig. 3) which is 
detachable from the lower portion via a detaching element (34 of Fig. 3) between the upper 
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portion and lower portion, and wherein the left side edge and the right side edge are angled 
inwardly near the lower end to form a half hexagonal shape (region generally around 33 of Fig. 
3) in the lower end of the flattened body, and the flattened body absent a gusset in the lower end. 
Not disclosed is the bottom edge of the lower end comprises a straight seal between the left side 
edge and the right side edge, and the lower portion of the floral sleeve is completely tapered 
between the half hexagonal shape in the lower end and the detaching element. Geigel, however, 
discloses a bottom edge of the lower end comprises a straight seal between the left side edge and 
the right side edge (26 of Fig. II; col. 1 lines 43-47). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. by 
having a straight seal in the lower end so that the bag does not leak water when a floral grouping 
is place in the sleeve and further to have the sleeve completely tapered between the lower end 
and the detaching element so as to make a more "smooth" profile so as to meet consumer 
demand. 

As to Claim 3, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
sized to surround a floral grouping and pot. (Fig. 3). 

As to Claims 4-6, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
with a nonlinear, scalloped skirt portion (region around end of leadline of 32 in Fig. 3). 

As to Claim 7, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve with 
a line of perforations (34 of Fig. 3). 

As to Claim 8, de Klerk et al. discloses a flexible floral sleeve (Fig. 3) for containing a 
pot, comprising: a flattened body having a first panel, a second panel, an upper end, a left side 
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edge absent a gusset (Fig. 3), lower end having a bottom edge (Fig. 3), a right side edge absent a 
gusset (Fig.3), and an inner retaining space, the flattened body further comprising a lower 
portion (region generally around 30 of Fig. 3) and an upper portion (35 of Fig. 3) which is 
detachable from the lower portion via a detaching element (34 of Fig. 3) between the upper 
portion and lower portion, and the lower portion comprising a skirt portion (region around end of 
leadline of 32 in Fig. 3), the upper edge having an angular pattern (defining 32 as having angles), 
wherein the left side edge and the right side edge are angled inwardly near the lower end to form 
a half hexagonal shape (region generally around 33 of Fig. 3) in the lower end of the flattened 
body, and the flattened body absent a gusset in the lower end. Not disclosed is the bottom edge 
of the lower end comprises a straight seal between the left side edge and the right side edge, and 
the lower portion of the floral sleeve is completely tapered between the half hexagonal shape in 
the lower end and the detaching element. Geigel, however, discloses a bottom edge of the lower 
end comprises a straight seal between the left side edge and the right side edge (26 of Fig. II; col. 
1 lines 43-47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. by having a straight seal in the lower end so that 
the bag does not leak water when a floral grouping is place in the sleeve and further to have the 
sleeve completely tapered between the lower end and the detaching element so as to make a 
more "smooth" profile so as to meet consumer demand. 

As to Claim 10, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
sized to surround a floral grouping and pot. (Fig. 3). 

As to Claim 1 1, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
with a line of perforations (34 of Fig. 3). 
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As to Claim 12, de Klerk et al. discloses a flexible floral sleeve (Fig. 3) for containing a 
pot, comprising: a flattened body having a first panel, a second panel, an upper end, a left side 
edge absent a gusset (Fig. 3), lower end having a bottom edge (Fig. 3), a right side edge absent a 
gusset (Fig.3), and an inner retaining space, the flattened body further comprising a lower 
portion (region generally around 30 of Fig. 3) and an upper portion (35 of Fig. 3) which is 
detachable from the lower portion via a detaching element (34 of Fig. 3) between the upper 
portion and lower portion, and the lower portion comprising a skirt portion (region around end of 
leadline of 32 in Fig. 3), the upper edge having a nonlinear pattern (32 of Fig. 3), wherein the left 
side edge and the right side edge are angled inwardly near the lower end to form a half hexagonal 
shape (region generally around 33 of Fig. 3) in the lower end of the flattened body, and the 
flattened body absent a gusset in the lower end. Not disclosed is the bottom edge of the lower 
end comprises a straight seal between the left side edge and the right side edge, and the lower 
portion of the floral sleeve is completely tapered between the half hexagonal shape in the lower 
end and the detaching element. Geigel, however, discloses a bottom edge of the lower end 
comprises a straight seal between the left side edge and the right side edge (26 of Fig. II; col. 1 
lines 43-47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. by having a straight seal in the lower end so that 
the bag does not leak water when a floral grouping is place in the sleeve and further to have the 
sleeve completely tapered between the lower end and the detaching element so as to make a 
more "smooth" profile so as to meet consumer demand. 
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As to Claim 14, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
sized to surround a floral grouping and pot. (Fig. 3). 

As to Claim 15, de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel further disclose the floral sleeve 
with a line of perforations (34 of Fig. 3). 



Claims 2, 9, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over de Klerk et 
al. (US 5,228,234; the 7 th document from the bottom of page 5 of Applicant's 1449) in view of 
Geigel (US 3,357,152; the 2 nd document from the bottom of page 2 of Applicant's 1449) in 
further view of Landau (US 5,235,782). 

As to Claim 2, the limitations of Claim 1 are disclosed as described above. Not disclosed 
is the floral sleeve with the upper portion having apertures for supporting the floral sleeve upon a 
wicket. Landau, however, discloses an upper portion (28 of Fig. 1) with apertures (46 of Fig. 1) 
for wickets. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel by adding 
apertures for wickets as disclosed by Landau so that the sleeves could be readily stored before 
use. 

As to Claim 9, the limitations of Claim 8 are disclosed as described above. Not disclosed 
is the floral sleeve with the upper portion having apertures for supporting the floral sleeve upon a 
wicket. Landau, however, discloses an upper portion (28 of Fig. 1) with apertures (46 of Fig. 1) 
for wickets. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel by adding 
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apertures for wickets as disclosed by Landau so that the sleeves could be readily stored before 
use. 

As to Claim 13, the limitations of Claim 12 are disclosed as described above. Not disclosed is 
the floral sleeve with the upper portion having apertures for supporting the floral sleeve upon a 
wicket. Landau, however, discloses an upper portion (28 of Fig. 1) with apertures (46 of Fig. 1) 
for wickets. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the sleeve of de Klerk et al. as modified by Geigel by adding 
apertures for wickets as disclosed by Landau so that the sleeves could be readily stored before 
use. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Weder et al. ('206 Al), Weder ('237 Al), Weder ('159 Al), JP9-12039, and JP1 1- 
334745 disclose in the art/prior art various sleeves with hexagonal lower ends. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Jeffrey L. Gellner whose phone number is 703.305.0053. The 
Examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. The 
Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Peter Poon, can be reached at 703.308.2574. The official fax telephone number for 
the Technology Center where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703.872.9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703.308.1 1 13. 




